
The President has said 
that we are addicted to 
foreign oil. Well, not me! 
No, sir! I pass every gas 

station on the interstate until my gas gauge 
reads “I’m starving,” my kids are desperate for 
a break, and the tears in my wife’s eyes tell 
me that she misses the freedom of standing 
stationary on her own two feet.

No, I am not addicted to oil, foreign or other-
wise. I am addicted to making good time on a 
trip. I am addicted to not stopping to refuel. 
I am, in short, a gas-hog gambler. Or better 
yet, I am a gas-camel gambler. And as you can 
imagine, refusing to stop for fuel will eventu-
ally catch up with a guy!

It almost did a little over a year ago, when we 
literally sputtered to a stop at the fuel pump 
off of Indiana Highway 41. The “information 
center” on my F-350 had warned me, “0 miles 
to empty.” We drove another seven miles. I 
remember thinking at the fuel pump, “Well, 
now we have tested our limits; I know what 
she will do.” If knowledge is power, I now felt 
I knew enough to power my Ford seven miles 
past empty.

I was wrong. This fall after a week of meet-
ings, I hauled my fifth wheel back toward the 
Ranch until my console informed me, “0 miles 
to empty.” “That really means we have seven 
more miles to go,” I smiled smugly. My truck 
ran dry…right in front of my house on the 
Ranch! “I suppose I will stop when it reads ‘0 
miles’ the next time,” I decided.

As it turns out, that still wasn’t good enough. 
As some of you may know, the Revival Team 
was on that dreaded stretch of I-10 between 
Florida and California. (I know, I know; that 
is all of it!) We were on a particularly desolate 
stretch of I-10 in West Texas. The wind was 
blowing to beat sixty, and if I had been a prai-
rie schooner I could have harnessed the blast 
and gone on to Hawaii for free!

My confidence had taken a hit from my fail-
ure in the fall, but we were only three miles 
from the only truck stop we had seen in coun-
ties. My console read “23 miles to empty.” I 
no longer believe that console; it lies. We ran 

out of fuel. We were so close, but close doesn’t 
count when you are systematically starving a 
dually diesel and double-timing your family in 
a march to the sea!

The reason this is on my mind is because I 
almost did it again this past weekend! This 
time I chose South Dakota! We stopped, saw 
the diesel price, and decided to drive until we 
found something cheaper. My gas gauge be-
gan dropping like the Times Square Apple 
on New Year’s Eve. I stopped; my family was 
spared; and it made me think.

I would like to say that I have learned my les-
son: that you aren’t saving time by refusing a 
well-timed fuel stop. Not really. Take the next 
exit, seize the opportunity you have while you 
have it, and fill your tank.

Why wouldn’t you? “I don’t have the time,” “I 
don’t have the money,” or “I’ll do it later” are 
all reasons a man may give to run his vehicle 
dry. Often, these are the same reasons a man 
may run his family ragged and dry. Sometimes 
a family just needs to stop to “fill the tank” 
that work, school, soccer practice, band and a 
thousand other conspirators can drain.

One of the practices that I believe kept my 
family running over the long haul when I was 
a boy was the scheduled habit of stopping for 
a break. (I am not talking about travel now; 
my dad was as ruthless about driving as I am, 
or the other way around!) I am talking about 
stopping for family vacations.

I do not have space here to tell you of all our 
vacations meant to us and all they did to keep 
the family healthy. I would, however, like to 
invite you to bring your family to Family Week 
II here at the Bill Rice Ranch. Family Week 
I is full, but you have not passed the last 
exit for the week of August 3-7, 2008! 

So make your plans right now for a 
week of fun and blessing. The preach-
ing, seminars, food, activities, and 
relaxation will do you good and will 
create memories your family will cher-
ish. It will cost less than you are paying 
for fuel right now, and it will get you a 
whole lot further!
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The new entrance, the new 
volleyball court, and the 

new carpet in the office building reflect a 
busy time here on the Ranch. The beginning 
of summer camp, with its arrival of staff and 
campers, does the same thing. West Branch 
continues to be “on the move,” and so there is 
plenty to do in the West, also.

In the midst of all of this, however, quite a bit 
in the ministries goes on “under the radar,” or 
at least without us saying a lot about it here. 
So, if you have just a minute, I want to tell you 
about the “other stuff,” things that would be 
of genuine interest to all of us, but do not earn, 
seemingly, space in the Branding Iron.

Anniversary Did you know that the Bill 
Rice Ranch is in its 55th year? In fact, this sum-
mer will be the 56th summer that deaf young 
people will have come to the Ranch. And, of 
course, they have always come free of charge.

Revivals Both Wil and I will be on the Ranch 
for the summer. However, we do travel exten-
sively in the nine months from September 
through May. There are five other evangelists 
whose home is here on the Ranch; and, of 
course, Bob Himes heads up a deaf ministry 
in the Philippines. In the last week, for which 
there are reports, the eight of us preached to 
well over two thousand people with more than 
60 trusting Christ as Savior!

Cathy Rice Cathy Rice – actually, I call 
her Mother – is a co-founder of this min-
istry. She turned 93 in February. Her sight and 
hearing are failing but not her spirits. When 
told of the success of the Camps for Deaf in 
the Philippines this year, she answered char-
acteristically, “That’s wonderful!” You’re 
right, Dr. Cathy, it is!

Additions Since June of last year, we have 
had six new additions here on the Ranch. The 
Lord gave Tim and Brittany Thompson, Seth 
Avery. To Matt and April Downs, He gave 
Braden. To Paul and Sharon Sallmen, He pre-
sented a girl, Tobey. To Dan and Julie Potter, 
He gave the gift of Benjamin. Nathan and 
Rebekah McConnell are thrilled with Warren. 
To Jon and Carolyn Jones, He gave a daughter 
whom they named Samantha. What can I say? 
Boys rule!

Campers & Fuel Prices “Brother Bill,” I’m 
being asked, “is the cost of fuel going to mean 
fewer campers this summer?” At the time of 
this writing, the answer is no. Family Weeks 
are up in attendance. Youth Weeks are run-
ning ahead of last year at this time, and we 
expect an increase in the number of Deaf. 
Costs for food and utilities will, of course, be 
increased. But it is our prayer that the Lord 
will provide friends to stand with us and help 
provide for every increase.

In this ministry, the Lord has provided abun-
dantly throughout all of our history. But I am 
especially encouraged at the way God sup-
plies our needs now. Since you receive the 
Branding Iron, you are a big part of that provi-
sion. Thank you!

Report On The Other Stuff
by Evangelist Bill Rice III

Metal Chop Saw

Mig Welder

Jack Hammer 
(Electric or Air Compressor)

Rock Drill

Leather Sewing Machine

Concrete Mixer

Sheet Metal Brake
If you have a lead on any of these items or 
you would like to make a donation of one of 
these items to the Ranch, please contact 
Dale Stover, 615-893-2767, ext. 105 or 
dstover@billriceranch.org















Needs at the Ranch

Summer Staff 
Volunteer Allowance

As you read this Branding Iron, dozens of sum-
mer staff are being trained for the work that lies 
ahead of them. Our staff is comprised of high 
school aged young men and college aged young 
men and ladies from 25 states. Several Christian 
colleges are represented this summer.

Each volunteer is given a modest weekly allow-
ance which, when added together, represents 
one of the largest financial responsibilities for 
the Ranch this summer. Over $4000 is needed 
each week to pay these volunteer allowances.

History shows that God has provided summer 
after summer for this need. Please prayerfully 
consider being part of God’s provision by donat-
ing to the Mission Fund this month.

Please mark your donation “Summer staff” 
and send all donations to:

Bill Rice Ranch, 627 Bill Rice Ranch Rd., 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128

Family Week II August 3-7

 
 

Looking for a PERFECT Family Vacation? 
Come to Family Week at the Ranch

Family Week I is closed, but there is still room in 
Family Week II. Enjoy challenging Bible 
preaching and refreshing Christian fellowship.

Special Activities include: Trail Rides, Swimming 
Pool, “Western Day” Rodeo, Family Activities, Hikes, 
Pony Rides for the little ones, and more!

Rick Flanders Wil Rice IV Bill Rice III

will be our speakers during this exciting week!

http://www.billriceranch.org/revival.php
http://www.billriceranch.org/yourpart.php
http://www.billriceranch.org/yourpart.php
http://www.billriceranch.org/familyweek.php


Report On The Other Stuff

BACK AT THE RANCH...
Projects at Home, Outreach Abroad Several major projects have 
been worked on over the past two months including a new entrance, a roof for the volleyball 
court and painting projects. While contractors have worked on some of these projects, volun-
teers have also been involved. Friends have come from down the road and across the country 
to help us be ready for summer camp.

As May closes out, dozens of summer staff 
are arriving in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, to 
train for the Ranch’s 56th summer of Chris-
tian camping. Some are returning having been 
campers or summer staff before. Others are 
arriving sight unseen. Here to welcome them 
are forty-plus residents on the Bill Rice Ranch, 
most of whom know exactly how these arriv-
ing feel. You see, 75% of those living on the 
Ranch served as summer staff before becom-
ing permanent staff members.

The Bill Rice Christian Academy faculty is 
a prime example since each of them served 
for at least one summer prior to coming to 
reside here full-time. Bethany Stover, who is 
finishing her 10th year teaching K-5 and 1st 
Grade, came to the Ranch first as a summer 
staff counselor in 1996. When the door opened 
to teach at the Ranch a couple of years later, 
she was already familiar with the academy. It 
is interesting to note that Bethany learned of 
the opening through another former summer 
staff counselor whom she had introduced to 
the Ranch.

The director of summer staff recruiting, Jon 
Jones, first came to the Ranch himself as a 
17-year old to work in the dining hall. After 
four additional years on summer staff, Jon said 

“it just made sense” to work full-time at the 
Ranch since the Lord had continued to lead 
him back summer after summer.

Evangelist Matt Downs came to the Ranch 
for the first time in our Summer Training for 
Service program. Thinking it would be great 
to come back as a teen counselor, he returned 
after his freshman year of college. Matt’s call 
to evangelism was confirmed in his second 
summer as a counselor. Now Matt is complet-
ing his fifth year in revival work.

For Susanna Flanders, she knew when she 
came to the Ranch as a counselor that she had 
a desire to be in full-time ministry. Having not 
attended youth or junior camp at the Ranch, 
though, she was not familiar enough to have a 
burden to work full-time in Murfreesboro. Su-
sanna remarks that learning the chorus “One 
Step at a Time” while working with juniors 
that summer was indicative of how the Lord 
led her. She has now served for the past year 
and a half as part of the Wil Rice Evangelis-
tic Team, as well as in other capacities at the 
Ranch.

Deaf Ministries Coordinator Nathan McCo-
nnell came to the Ranch believing he was 
called of the Lord as an evangelist. He came 
expecting to learn the “ins and outs” of travel-

ling in revival work and how to preach. While 
he did learn much about preaching, he was not 
expecting the Lord to call him into a specific 
ministry—working with the Deaf. God used 
the Ranch’s mind set and people to narrow 
Nathan’s vision within the field of evangelism. 
What he learned about preaching, he now im-
plements with the Deaf.

I can relate to Nathan’s experience. I also knew 
the Lord had called me to evangelism, but I 
never would have dreamed that call would be 
realized as the Director of West Branch. God 
used those first summers at the Ranch to lead 
me to His specific will.

As Orientation Week has approached, I asked 
Jon Jones if it had crossed his mind that some 
serving this summer could one day be on per-
manent staff. He replied, “Absolutely! Some-
times God uses their time here to prepare 
them to serve as missionaries, youth pastors, 
or in the work force; but sometimes, as in my 
life, He uses their time here to prepare them 
to serve at the Ranch.” Only God knows how 
those stories will develop, but we can’t wait to 
see them too!

Stories of How God Leads by Evangelist Troy Carlson

T h e  R A n c h  I S

Philippines Deaf Camp 
R e p o R t

The 28th annual Filipino Deaf Camp was 
held in Bacolod, Philippines in April. 284 
Deaf attended with 45 being saved. 121 other 
decisions were made. Thank you to those of 
you who helped with this effort by supporting 
Brother Himes and/or making a donation to 
this specific event!

Old Fence RemOval

neW Fence

lOgs FOR neW entRance 

cOncRete FOR vOlleyball 
ROOF FOundatiOns

Deaf ministry has been going 
on closer to home too!

Evangelist Nathan McConnell, Deaf Ministries 
Coordinator, has held 8 deaf rallies this spring 

in 8 different states, 6 of which were in brand 
new locations. Over 320 attended these rallies 
with 5 saved. 3 new churches will be attending 
the Ranch this summer as a result of the rallies. 
Brother McConnell will be making a trip west 
in September to conduct at least two more 
rallies on the West Coast. The McConnells 
are also seeking a western church which may 
be interested in beginning a deaf ministry—
an effort the McConnells could help with 
this fall. If you are interested in getting more 
information about this for your church, please 
contact Nathan at 615-893-2767, ext. 112 or 
nmcconnell@billriceranch.org.



Bill Rice Ranch, Inc.
627 Bill Rice Ranch Road
Murfreesboro, TN 37128-4555

Bill Rice Ranch 
PUBLICATIONS
When Wren Watson found 
herself on bed rest during a 

difficult pregnancy, she found 
comfort from two sources: the 

Word of God and godly music. 
Her experience in the miracu-

lous birth of her twin girls in-
spired her to create this reflective 

CD. Selections feature piano and 
vocal solos enhanced by recorder 

communicating the CD’s theme—
the God of all Comfort. CD—$15.00

John R. Rice’s classic and compre-
hensive work, The Home: Courtship 
Marriage and Children, has been 
given time and again as a thought-
ful part of a wedding gift. Though 

written many years ago, these time-
less truths are still relevant today. Why not add this book to 
your wedding gifts this summer? $4.00 each.

Want to Learn to Work with the Deaf?

To register or for more information, contact:
1-800-253-RICE • www.billriceranch.org • info@billriceranch.org • 627 Bill Rice Ranch Road, Murfreesboro, TN 37128-4555

NOTE: Prices DO NOT include shipping & handling.
For orders, call 1-800-253-RICE, ext.117
or visit our website www.billriceranch.org

Sign Language School

Why come to Sign Language School at the Bill Rice Ranch?
No matter if you don’t know a single sign or if you have been involved in deaf ministry already, you will find the 

training helpful. Benefit from the knowledge and experience of teachers who have been working with the Deaf 

for many years and learn from the interaction with deaf adults attending the Deaf Adult Conference at the Ranch 

the same week. Plus, hear evangelist Ronnie Rice, who is deaf himself, preach every evening. Sign 

Language school will immerse you in Deaf culture for five unforgettable days.

Ages 15 & up

$190 per person (includes $30 registration fee, tuition, 
workbook, lodging and meals)

Classes for Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced, 
as well as our Deaf Leader’s Track.

Teachers from the Ranch and deaf ministries around the country.

& Interpreter’s Seminar,  July 20-24

http://www.billriceranch.org/publications/view_product.php?product=CD7035
http://www.billriceranch.org/publications/view_product.php?product=CD7035
http://www.billriceranch.org/publications/view_product.php?product=BK1138&searchlink=yes&search=HOME&page=1
http://www.billriceranch.org/publications/view_product.php?product=BK1138&searchlink=yes&search=HOME&page=1
http://www.billriceranch.org/signlanguageschool.php

